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3. PROPOSALS FOR PEACE BETWEEN
TWO EUROPEAN POWERS TRADING IN INDIA
Despite the peace subsisting between England and France in Europe,
they were running neck to neck in their rivalry in India. Both the Govern-
ments were anxious to airive at an agreement with regard to their affairs in
India. The Governments had, obviously, instructed their respective Compa-
nies to establish peace.
The French Company deputed one of their Directors, Duvelaer and his
brother, Count du Lude, to London to meet the Secret Committee of the
Company in May 1753. The peace question was also discussed between the
French Ambassador, de Mirepix and the English Ministry. All parties,
ofcourse, agreed on the necessity of re-establishing peace.55
A Project of an agreement between the English and the French East
India Companies was delivered to Duvelaer, on Nov 8, 1753,56 that all
hostilities should cease immediately, the Companies should confine them-
selves to commerce and should not take sides in any dispute arising among
country powers; the orders should be passed immediately to stop all hostili-
ties and withdraw their troops into their respective territories; all prisoners
should on eithei side be restoi ed; trade should be earned on the same footing
as it was before 1744, and among other matters relating to the Carnatic, Divi
Island and Masuhpatam should be evacuated by whichever Companv was in
possession of them; and handover to the Nizam after demolishing all fortifi-
cations recently raised if the Nizam so desired and that without prejudice to
the existing rights of other European Companies, they should be allowed to
establish factories at Masuhpatam but should not keep more troops there than
might be agreed upon as absolutely necessary for their protection.
By this Scheme, the English aimed at striking the French predomi-
nance in Deccan. So, it was quite obvious that the French raised many
objections in their 'Memorial of Observations' on the English Scheme, dated
Feb 4,17S4.57 The French were willing to make sacrifices but not at the cost
of then dignity. The Ftench refused to withdraw their troops which amounted
to the instantaneous surrender of all their conquests. So, they presented a
fresh Project of Convention on Feb 12,1754, * in which the French accepted
to evacuate Masulipatam and Divi, but, they wanted to reserve themselves
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